Small Group Guide

PART 1: REDEMPTION PROMISED TO A NEW COVENANT PEOPLE
Chapter 1: Believing God
The Church at Brook Hills, Dr. David Platt January 17, 2010 Genesis 12:1-9

This guide is to help you facilitate discussion with your Small Group. Use it as a resource to lead
your group in discovering and owning the truths of God’s Word. There may be questions you do
not want to use and there may be instances where you just want to focus on a particular point or
truth. Some questions may bring out emotions and cause people to dwell on their relationship
with God. Your role is to facilitate this experience not to complete the discussion guide. Use this
as a flexible teaching tool not a rigid teaching task list.

Connect. ..

Use one or both of the following options to introduce the discussion time to follow.

Option 1
Invite learners to share about a time when they received a promise that was not fulfilled for
a long time. Encourage them to describe their attitude during the time of waiting.

Explain that today we will talk about how Abraham’s obedience was immediate even
though God’s promises were not fulfilled in his lifetime.

Option 2

Invite learners to discuss a situation in which they were forced to make an important
decision without much information. Ask: How did you feel trying to make this decision?
How did you feel about the final decision?

Explain that today we will talk about Abraham and how he took a risk to obey God.

Review the Message . . .

In His holiness, God demonstrates grace to sinners.

e God’s desire is for redemption.
e God’s desire is for the nations.
e God’s desire is to work through His people.

Discussion

e Enlist a learner to read Genesis 12:1-9

e What great acts of judgment had God completed prior to Genesis 12?7 Why were His
actions just?

e His most recent act of dispersing people throughout the world helped to accomplish
His command to multiply and fill the earth. How is creating a nation for Himself from
Abraham actually an act toward redemption of the judged world?

e Did God need Abram in order to build a people for Himself?

e Looking even further into Genesis (Chapter 13, for instance) how did God show
grace in continuing to work through Abram?
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Application . ..

Why do some of us see the God of the Old Testament solely as a judgmental God?
Why is this view dangerous?

Why is it important for us to see God’s redemptive nature from the beginning?

How can we align our lives with God’s desires for the world?

What responsibility do we have to be available for God to work through us? How can
we make ourselves more available?

God calls His people to Himself, that He may bless them.

God’s call demands complete dependence upon Him.

God’s call demands our obedience in the face of the unknown.
God’s call demands we trust in His promises.

God’s call is for a global purpose.

Discussion

How would God’s call disrupt Abram’s life?

In what ways did God’s call on Abram’s life make him rely completely on God? What
securities did Abram have to leave behind?

Describe the directions that God gave to Abram. How much of the details did Abram
know before he began to move?

Read Genesis 11:29-30. How did Abram have to trust God to make a great nation of
him if he had no children? If he did not trust this aspect of God’s promise, how would
the rest of the covenant be affected?

What was God’s ultimate purpose in blessing Abram and calling this nation to
Himself as His chosen people?

How is God’s heart for the nations revealed in this covenant?

Application . ..

Why is relying on God so difficult for us? Why is it scary?

How can our fear to obey illustrate our distrust in God’s ability and/or His character?
How do we often ignore God’s calling on our lives under the disguise of not having
enough information?

What things or people are we not willing to leave in order to be obedient to God?
How do our actions demonstrate our belief or disbelief in God’s ability to fulfill His
promises?

God’s call requires a response to His invitation.

Our obedience to God’s call ensures we will live for His purpose.
Our worship of God rightly gives Him glory.
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Discussion

Enlist a learner to read Genesis 12:4-9 again.

How did Abram demonstrate his trust in God?

Remind learners that Jesus was ultimately born through the line of Abraham.

By obeying God completely, how did Abram become a part of God’s plan to redeem
humanity?

How did Abram respond to God’s covenant as he journeyed through Canaan? How
did this worship demonstrate his belief that God was the true God and worthy of the
worship of all of the families of the earth?

Application . ..

If God does not need us for His work, why should we want to be a part of it?

How can we be encouraged that God uses sinners?

Which areas of life are the most difficult to obey God?

How does our obedience testify to our relationship with Him?

Why do we do missions? When can missions become a means to our own glory?
Why must obedience and worship go hand-in-hand?
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